
Programme Rundown

 	  

Date:	 27 May 2009 (Wednesday)

Time:	 9:15 am to 4:30 pm

Venue:	 The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Business Sub-group 
(Venue: HJ 302)

Outcome-based Accreditations – AACSB and EQUIS

	 •	 Speaker: 
 		  Dr Louis Ma, 
		  Associate Professor, Department of Information 

Systems, CityU

Sciences Sub-group 
(Venue: HJ 304)

An Overview of the Development of the Outcome-based 
Approaches in Student Learning in Science Faculties/
Schools 

(Representatives from six institutions will each deliver a talk, 
providing an overview of their respective faculties’ progress 
in the implementation of OBA, sharing good practices and 
difficulties encountered as well as their ways forward.)

Facilitator:
	 •	 Prof Isabella WY Poon, 
		  Associate Dean (Education) of Science, CUHK

Speakers:
	 •	 Prof Lilian Vrijmoed, 
		  Professor, Department of Biology and Chemistry, CityU

	 •	 Prof Isabella WY Poon, 
		  Associate Dean (Education) of Science, CUHK

	 •	 Prof Clement HC Leung, 
		  Professor, Department of Computer Science, HKBU

	 •	 Prof NK Tsing,
		  Associate Dean (Teaching and Learning) of Science, 

HKU 

	 •	 Prof SY Cheng , 
		  Dean of Science, HKUST

	 •	 Dr Daniel KL Lee, 
		  Assistant Professor, Department of Applied Biology and 

Chemical Technology, PolyU

Engineering Sub-group 
(Venue: HJ 303)

Professional Development of Engineering Faculty as 
Educators – A Panel Discussion

	 •	 Facilitator: 
		  Prof Edmond Ko,
		  Adjunct Professor of Chemical Engineering, HKUST

	 •	 Panel Members:
		  Prof Henry S.H. Chung,  

Associate Dean, Faculty of Science and Engineering, 
CityU

		  Prof Irwin King,  
Associate Professor, Department of Computer Science 
and Engineering,CUHK

		  Prof Khaled Ben Letaief,  
Head and Chair Professor, Department of Electronic and 
Computer Engineering, HKUST

		  Prof Charles Surya,  
Professor, Department of Electronic and Information 
Engineering and Faculty Learning and Teaching 
Committee Chairman, Faculty of Engineering, PolyU

		  Prof George Tham,  
Associate Dean, Faculty of Engineering, HKU

Social Sciences, Humanities and  
Education Sub-group 
(Venue: HJ 305)

a.	Humanizing OBA for the Humanities

	 •	 Speaker: 
		  Prof Tony Hung, 
		  Professor, Language Centre, HKBU

b.	Providing Evidence to Programmes about OBA in the 
Humanities and Social Sciences

	 •	 Speaker: 
		  Prof Keith Thomas, 
		  Associate Professor, Centre for Learning Enhancement 

And Research, CUHK
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Presentation Abstracts

Opening Remarks and Symposium Overview

By Prof Mounir Hamdi

	 In this opening presentation, we briefly summarize the state of outcome based education in Hong Kong 
tertiary education. We then go through the goals of this Symposium and what we hope participants will 
get out of it. Finally, we will detail the program of the symposium and introduce the speakers, panelists 
and presenters. 

From Here to There with OBA: But Where is Here and Where is There?

By Prof Howard Davies

	 Prof. Davies will talk about some of the conceptual and practical issues which arise in respect of the 
Outcome-based approach. The presentation will cover the definition of outcome-based education, 
some of the issues which arise with respect to the specification of outcomes/learning goals, the 
alignment of content and pedagogy with outcomes/learning goals, the collection and reporting of 
evidence for the OBA and the challenge of OBA construed as organizational change. 

OBA and The Quality of Student Learning

By Dr Trevor Webb

	 The main objective of a Quality Assurance Council (QAC) quality audit is to assure the quality of student 
learning. A QAC audit is one of an institution’s Fitness for Purpose in teaching and learning.  The audit 
process is particularly concerned with the ways institutions articulate and measure the student learning 
outcomes they expect or aspire to. The UGC encourages institutions to adopt an outcome-based 
approach to student learning (OBA); and the QAC audit process reinforces these objectives. OBA is 
therefore an important driver for quality student learning and quality improvement.  The outcome-based 
initiative should help institutions in identifying appropriate measures for their teaching and learning 
activities, so that this initiative and the quality assurance system become mutually reinforcing.  

	 The QAC recognises that at the time of their first audits between 2008-2011, institutions will be at 
different stages in their preparations for the four-year undergraduate degree and in their development 
of an outcome-based approach to student learning.  This will be fully recognised by audit panels: there 
will be no expectation or judgement of an institution’s progress in taking forward these initiatives as part 
of the audit process. Nevertheless, the OBA initiative and QAC audits are inextricably linked. Several 
of the audit focus areas relate either directly or indirectly to an outcome-based approach to student 
learning. It is therefore to be expected that institutions, in their Institutional Submissions for audit, will 
wish to highlight how OBA is impacting on their assurance of the quality of student learning.

	 This session will consider the interrelationship between OBA and QAC audits and how the audit focus 
areas and audit process can support institutions in adopting an outcome-based approach. In doing so, 
the importance of OBA in ensuring a quality student learning experience will be re-inforced.
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Time	  

9:15 am - 10:00 am	 Registration

10:00 am - 10:10 am	 Welcome message
	 Prof Edmond Ko,
	 Adjunct Professor of Chemical Engineering, HKUST

10:10 am - 10:30 am	 Keynote Address 1 
	 Prof Mounir Hamdi, 
	 Professor, School of Engineering, HKUST
	 Co-convenor of Task Force on Outcome-based Approaches in Student Learning (OBATF)

	 Topic: Opening Remarks and Symposium Overview

10:30 am -11:15 am	 Keynote Address 2 
	 Prof Howard Davies, 
	 Associate Dean (Programmes, Teaching & Learning) Faculty of Learning and Teaching Committee Chairman, 
	 Faculty of Business, PolyU
	 Co-convenor of Task Force on Outcome-based Approaches in Student Learning (OBATF) 

	 Topic: From Here to There with OBA: But Where is Here and Where is There?

11:15 am - 11:30 am	 Coffee break

11:30 am - 12:00 pm	 Keynote Address 3 
	 Dr Trevor Webb, 
	 Assistant Secretary-General (Quality Assurance), University Grants Committee

	 Topic: OBA and The Quality of Student Learning

12:00 pm - 1:45 pm	 Lunch

1:45 pm - 3:00 pm	 Four Concurrent Sessions
	 Academics in the fields of Business, Engineering, Sciences and Social Sciences, Humanities and Education to act as speakers / 

facilitators in the four sub-groups




