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The Previous Platform - Using PDAs 

Students were loaned a PDA device 

which connects using the University’s Wifi 

infrastructure. 

Help students learn by asking questions. 

Effective interaction between 

teachers and students (knowing the 

students and monitoring their 

performance). 

Instant personalized feedback. 

Keep students motivated. 

Give students another chance to think and 

participate in classes. 
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Problems with the PDA platform 

Low speed and convenience compared to 

a regular computer 

PDA on-screen keyboards means typing 

text would take considerable longer time 

than a conventional keyboard 

Administrative overheads in dealing with 

loan of devices 

Instructors tend to rely too much on 
student helpers in class 

Pre-setup work when inputting questions 

was not user friendly 

Platform not linked with University 

registration system, requiring separate 

add/drop administrative work  
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iLearn – Platform using any kinds of 

Internet Devices 

University’s Long-term notebook loan 
scheme 

Increasing popularity in netbooks/notebooks 
Lecture rooms with workstations 

More user friendly interface due to increase 
in screen size 

Regular keyboard enables faster response 
to text based questions 

Live Chat module allows students to ask 
questions, enables two-way interactive 
communication 

Students can learn from fellow students’ text 
based answers when displayed on the 
instructor’s screen : peer-to-peer learning 
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Students’ Screen: Q&A  
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Instructors’ Screen: Text Answers  
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Instructors’ Screen: Multiple Choice Answers  
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Live Chat  
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iLearn – Future Developments 

Personalization features 

Integration from Mobiles Phones via Internet 
or SMS Gateway 
Text mining 

Better analysis of students’ results into 
concept maps 

Polling functions 

Generation of students reports for each 
course regarding students’ participation 

For the instructor to be able to select a 
particular student in the User List to view 
more detailed information of that student 

Channels for students to form project 
groups or study groups 

Blackboard integration 
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Summary 

A unique, attractive and 

innovative solution with a rich 

set of features.  

Proven to demonstrate better 

(perceived) understanding and 

higher learning satisfaction 

than learners without the 

technology 
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Thank You 


